
  

 

  

 

The Hum Podcast 

Episode 5: “And We Wonder Where Rapists Come From” 

 

[Theme music fades in] 

 

Tanisha: We have this idea that there are female qualities and male 

qualities, which is a joke. There are only human qualities, and we 

decide what boxes to put boys and girls in. And we do terrible 

disservice to girls, obviously, but we do a really terrible disservice to 

boys in the same way by saying they have to be tough, they can't 

show weakness and they can't show a lack of confidence, and they 

can't show affection. There are all these can'ts that are put on boys 

too that can only result in shutdown, emotionally disconnected 

people, and then we wonder where rapists come from. 

 

[Music increases in volume] 

 

Speaker: You're listening to The Hum. 

 

[Music fades out] 

 

Gilad: We're honored to be sitting here today with Tanisha Taitt, 

playwright, theater director, singer, songwriter, youth educator- 



  

 

  

 

Amar: Amateur basketball player, apparently. 

Gilad: We just caught that as well. You need some more arc on that shot 

though. I wanted to ask, what is it that you don't do? 

Tanisha: I do not knit, I can't swim. 

Gilad: You can't swim? 

Tanisha: I can't swim. 

Gilad: I always get knocked with that. I can't swim either. 

Tanisha: I had a very traumatic near drowning experience, and I never got 

back in the water. 

Gilad: Oh my gosh. Amar, and you? 

Amar: I'm a decent swimmer. What's your excuse? Did you have an 

experience as well or? 

Gilad: I'm going to go with traumatic childhood experience as well. I've 

been told, I can't remember, but apparently I was held over the 

Niagara Falls by my father, and he was bouncing up and down. I 

was screaming at the ... This is going somewhere weird. This is 

going somewhere very weird. 

Tanisha: This is getting dark. 

Amar: Yeah, it's a human rights podcast, so it's not going to get too much 

brighter from here, unfortunately. I think part of the reason why we 

really wanted to sit down with you, Tanisha, apart from the fact that 

you're an artist here in our hometown of Toronto, you're a woman 



  

 

  

 

of color, and you kind of blend your art and your activism very well, 

and it's your life's work, if you don't mind me saying that. 

Tanisha: That's the truth. 

Amar: I think part of the reason we wanted to talk to you is, with the Jian 

Ghomeshi verdict coming out, there are a lot of conversations out 

there right now about- 

Gilad: We start soft here on The Hum. 

Tanisha: Clearly. 

Gilad: Soft questions. 

Amar: Well, we wanted to sit down with someone and talk about their 

feelings about the verdict coming out, but also someone who could 

maybe give us a perspective on it that people like Gilad and myself 

cannot really understand, 'cause we're men. The reason we wanted 

to talk to you, and we should say we've actually interviewed you in 

the past, but we really wanted to sit down with you again because 

since we sat down with you, you actually revealed some things on 

social media that I think were really brave and really great and 

really put a new perspective on your work for myself and for Gilad 

as well. And so can I start by asking what did you feel when you 

first heard the Ghomeshi verdict? 

Tanisha: Sadness, but no surprise because I didn't expect it to go any other 

way. And after the sadness, I felt a lot of just introspective 

questioning and wondering what it meant for victims of violence 



  

 

  

 

going forward and what the fallout was going to be. But there was 

no shock whatsoever in the verdict. And there wasn't even the level 

of anger that I saw from other people as much as there was just a 

feeling of sadness and a real curiosity as to what it meant going 

forward. 

Amar: And this is something that's very personal for you because you've 

revealed that you yourself were a survivor of violence as well. Do 

you mind telling us a little bit about that, and why you decided to 

share that with everybody? 

Tanisha: Well, the fact that I'm a survivor of violence hasn't been a secret. 

For a very long time, I started writing music as a way of dealing with 

those feelings. And that was, gosh, a very long time ago. So I've 

addressed it in my art for over a decade now. But in terms of talking 

about it, like on social media and actually having conversations 

about it, it's a little bit more recent. I think that the only way that we 

can really bring these things out into the light is to discuss them. 

There are so many women with this experience who don't speak, 

and I understand why they don't speak, but I think that when you do 

speak, you find camaraderie and you find other people who 

understand you. And it's a very comforting thing, and it can be a 

very healing thing, not just for each other, but societally as more 

and more people begin to do it. 



  

 

  

 

Gilad: Can I ask, with the Ghomeshi verdict coming out, does it do 

anything for women who are wanting to come out and share about 

those experiences being victims of violence? 

Tanisha: I think it's going to make a lot of women terrified to do so. I think a 

lot of people who might've come forward aren't going to come 

forward if they feel that their story isn't foolproof. And that's a really 

sad thing because we're all human beings and people make 

mistakes and people exercise bad judgment, and that doesn't mean 

that crimes committed against them shouldn't be punished. But I 

think that in that case, you had a couple of complainants who had 

done some things, and we can talk about whether they should have 

or shouldn't have, it's not really the conversation. But because of 

those things, it soiled their 'virtue' as witnesses. And so the trial was 

derailed and became more about that than about what he had 

done. 

Gilad: It's sort of interesting too, because I feel like society is has this 

version of what a victim of violence looks like, behaves like and 

acts like. And if you stray far away from the stereotypical version, 

you're no longer credible. 

Tanisha: Yeah. And the sad thing is that there is no prototype of woman and 

a woman response, female response. Every woman is different and 

every woman will respond to things done to her differently. There 

are a lot of people who, when something is done to them initially, 



  

 

  

 

processing it and really understanding it is a very difficult thing. And 

they tried to come up with reasons why it wasn't what they thought 

it was and why the person who seemed so sweet couldn't have 

actually not been sweet. And there are lots of things that they do to 

try and rationalize it in their heads. And I think that we saw that to a 

certain degree in this case. And at the same time, I think that the 

verdict as it was, was probably the only verdict that could have 

happened under the circumstances because of the way that our 

system is constructed. So if you have a court proceeding that rests 

entirely on witness credibility, that's the standard, and the only 

evidence presented is that of three women, because the man 

doesn't have to talk. They speak, the minute any of them says 

something questionable or that's proven untrue, reasonable doubt. 

And that's all. That's all you need to acquit. It was like almost 

impossible once there was anything that you could question them 

on in terms of the specificity of their story for him to be found guilty. 

Gilad: Sort of sad because I saw a stat, correct me if I'm wrong, if you 

guys know about this, but it's hundreds of thousands of women get 

assaulted in Canada each year, less than 10% of those get 

reported. And of those that do get reported, it's less than 1% of 

them actually end up being charged with any crime. So if that isn't 

an indication that the system is broken, I don't know what is. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: The fact of the matter is, and it's really scary, but there are a lot of 

rapists walking around, living very happy lives, either because 

women were too afraid to report or because the system is 

constructed in a way that doesn't allow for a lot of convictions. And 

it's a really, really sad thing. And as long as we see that happening, 

it's only going to make women feel like, what is the point? 

Gilad: Right? And I think I asked earlier the question of, what sort of 

message does this send to victims of violence who are looking to 

come forward? But at the same account, sadly, what sort of 

messages is it sending to these rapists that we are talking about? 

Tanisha: It's letting them know that they can ... "Keep doing what you're 

doing," is the message because the likelihood that you will face 

consequences very, very, very low. 

Amar: You said that you weren't surprised. But I'm wondering two things. 

One, was there anything in the case or anything in the reaction to 

the case or the social media during the case that did surprise you, 

either positively or negatively? 

Tanisha: Yeah, when we had the revelations, I think the big bombshell that 

kind of, I think turned the case that there had been contact after the 

assaults, I was very shocked by that and I was very upset by that, 

and I had a lot of feelings after that. And I worked out those feelings 

by writing a piece about it. But what I needed to do inside myself 

was look at the fact that I couldn't judge other people based on 



  

 

  

 

what my responses would have been. And I had to look at the fact 

that people are different, and people deal with shock differently and 

trauma differently. And sometimes they're willing to oversee things 

that ... not oversee, overlook things that I might not. And once I was 

able to really take myself out of it and be like, "I'd never would've 

spoken to him again," and look at it from the point of view of, "There 

are many women carrying many things and they would deal with 

things for different reasons." I was able to come to a more 

empathetic place and to understand that we were now in really, 

really scary territory because that was going to become the primary 

issue and not his crime. And it did. 

Amar: But isn't that frustrating? Like, because for me, I guess my question 

is, how is it that in 2016, we haven't figured out that victims of 

violence to behave differently after these kinds of things, and how 

that isn't incorporated into the court process and into the justice 

system already. It feels like this is such a new thing, that very basic 

human behavior is something that we can't account for while we 

take these cases on. Doesn't that frustrate you? 

Tanisha: Yes it does. But it's 2016 and how can we still not know that there 

isn't a black community that has one view on all issues? We have 

this idea that you can put people in a box and they have the same 

perspective on everything, and that they have the same reactions 

to everything. Women are half the population, you can't expect all 



  

 

  

 

of them to be the same. There are a lot of us, and we're very 

different. And the criminal justice system doesn't take that into 

account. In the judge's ruling, he did say that he understood that, 

he understood that women will react differently. And his response 

was very much based on the fact that it was the credibility issue in 

his verdict, as opposed to what they had actually done after the 

assault. I do hope that there are more people who understand that 

there are different types of behavior. But no, it's not built in. And I 

think that the single biggest flaw right now is the fact that you can 

have somebody be charged with multiple crimes. You could have 

numerous women give similar stories, back each other up. And if 

one or two cracks occur in their story, it's sunk. And the man 

doesn't have to say one thing. 

Gilad: It would have been interesting to see what Jian Ghomeshi, how his 

memory would have been tested or challenged 10 years after the 

fact. 

Tanisha: Absolutely. And I've said this numerous times. I'm like, we can call 

out these women all we want for, "Well your stories at this, and you 

didn't say that you'd written them a letter or you didn't say this," but 

had he been cross examined, how many inconsistencies would we 

have found in his stories? Comparably, at the end of the day, they 

might have looked a lot better than he did. But we'll never know 

because he didn't have to speak. 



  

 

  

 

Gilad: Let's say we've tasked you with the easy responsibility of having to 

maybe redesign this justice system when it is dealing with victims of 

violence, what does it look like, a better system? 

Tanisha: Oh my gosh. That is an incredibly difficult question to try and 

answer on the fly. I do think that it would be built into the system, 

this idea that you were not going to get a blanket response from all 

victims that is the same. But I also think that there would be an 

understanding in terms of criticizing people for their memories not 

being consistent or intact. That violence of any sort, whether it's 

straight battery or sexual violence is really, really traumatic, and 

many victims either consciously or subconsciously want to forget. 

And so this idea of punishing people then for not having intact, 

perfect memories when burying memories of these crimes is very 

often necessary to survival is problematic. 

Amar: We know how problematic memory is, even in cases where it's not 

violence against a person. We know eyewitness accounts in the 

justice system aren't taken seriously- 

Tanisha: Absolutely! 

Amar: -because of memory problems. So it seems very strange to put the 

entire onus on the memory of someone who's been through 

something so traumatic. 

Tanisha: And the violence is going to take over in terms of what that memory 

is. So if you have a whole evening out with somebody, and at the 



  

 

  

 

end of it, the person cuffs you in the head and chokes you, I 

guarantee that is going to be the primary memory. And every little 

thing that happened during dinner and what his car looked like and 

everything else is going to fade into the background. 

Amar: I'm sorry, I didn't remember what I had for dinner because I was 

focused on the part where he punched me in the face. 

Tanisha: Yeah. 

Gilad: The steak was delicious. The sod little left more to be desired. But 

anyway, yeah. 

Tanisha: And we also have women who ... Women have been raised, and 

this is a cultural thing, we are raised to forgive and try and fix the 

boys that are sick, and fix the wounded bird type of mentality. And 

so you have a lot of women who have probably admired Jian for 

many, many years as a broadcaster, have wanted to know him, 

work with him, believe in his work. He's interested in getting to 

know them. And the idea that he would be something so different 

from what they conceived and even be violent is a really difficult 

thing to internalize. And you go home and you're like, "Did that 

actually take place? I can't actually believe it." And so I think that 

you reconcile it. It's like, "Did I do something?" And it becomes this 

whole thing where you're trying to find some kind of a rationale, and 

you think, "Well, maybe next time I see him, it will be different." 

Which I think is what led to a lot of the next times, that led to them 



  

 

  

 

not shutting it down right there, was they were thinking, "Maybe I 

didn't interpret it correctly, and maybe next time I can figure out like 

what that was." But you have to be really careful because that can 

end up being so cruelly used against you. 

Gilad: Which I guess goes into showing that not all assault comes in the 

form of stranger in an alleyway type of assault, and it gets a lot 

more complicated where we're talking about intimate partner 

assault. 

Tanisha: Yeah. And especially when it's somebody that you admire, because 

there are a few things that are worse than having an ideal about 

somebody shattered so cruelly and quickly, it can be hard. 

Amar: I moved to Canada when I was 11 years old, and I remember those 

first few years were really tough. I faced a lot of racism, I was 

bullied, I was a really skinny kid, big Indian hair before I decided to 

shave my head. And I still shave my head probably in part because 

I'm scared of being the kid with the Indian hair, but I remember 

really trying very hard every day to be friends with the kids that 

were constantly verbally and physically abusing me. And so, you're 

right, people who are victimized act strangely, you almost feel this 

need to convince the people who are abusing you that you're 

worthy of their love. 

Tanisha: Yes, yes. 



  

 

  

 

Amar: And so if I figured that out as a teenager, why is it that our justice 

system can't take that into account when dealing with people who 

are victims of abuse? Of all kinds of abuse, let alone sexual abuse, 

which is obviously the most complicated one. I wanted to ask 

though, how do you balance out the ... because you've done a lot of 

work around empathizing with people that have done some scary 

crazy things. Well, the first time we spoke to you, you'd actually 

been doing a play about, do you want to tell us a little bit about your 

previous work we talked about? 

Tanisha: Yeah. Back in November, October, I can't even remember now. I 

assistant directed a play called "The 20th of November", which 

focused on a case in Germany involving a young man, a 17 year 

old who had planned his high school shooting. And the play was 

based on his manifesto and his journals in which he, in a very 

detailed way, talked about the pain he was feeling and why he was 

going to murder his classmates and trying to get inside of his head 

was really, really fascinating. And I think necessary because it's 

very easy to point to perpetrators and say they're awful and what 

they've done is awful, but if we don't try to understand their psyche, 

how do we curtail this? How do we change this? It's just going to be 

more and more and more of the same with us then banishing 

people to prison, but not understanding what is leading to these 

things. And at the end of the day, everybody was a baby, 



  

 

  

 

everybody at some point didn't have that inside of them. So I 

believe very much in trying to get back to the grain of each person, 

the human part of each person. 

Amar: And is that more difficult for you with perpetrators of sexual violence 

given your own personal experiences, or do you find it hard to take 

that lens in and shine it on something like the Ghomeshi situation? 

Tanisha: No, one of the things that I want to do most in my life, and I haven't 

done it yet, but I hope to, is to work with rapists. That's a creative 

dream that I have is to sit down and really talk to these people and 

find out what it is inside of them that leads them that way to that. I 

believe that a lot of that comes from the way we're raising our boys. 

I think we raise boys to be very disconnected from themselves and 

from their hearts and from their compassion. And when that 

happens, and when boys are told that they can't cry and they can't 

hug publicly and they can't do all these things, I feel that that 

frustration has to end up someplace. And I think it often ends up 

violent. 

Gilad: I was watching a film the other day and I was tearing at the end. 

This is something that's been happening a lot more to me as I'm 

growing older. Couple of months ago, I was in a cabin with both my 

partner and I was just looking at a photo of my mom and I cried, out 

of love, but I've got to say to any young people listening, it feels 



  

 

  

 

good. It feels good to cry and it's a lesson that took me years to 

figure that out as well. 

Amar: So you feel like part of it is the gender norms that we've created in 

young people? 

Tanisha: Very much so. 

Amar: It's interesting to hear you say that because I didn't grow up with 

any sisters, it was just me and my younger brother, and so when 

you're a kid, the only woman I was constantly around was my 

mother and of course teachers. Then obviously, your mom is much 

older than you so you don't see things like sexism and things like 

that. But one thing I've noticed, I've been in a relationship for about 

five years now and having a partner, it's the first time I've had that 

intimate access to a woman on a daily basis and then sharing her 

experiences, you realize, and I'm wondering Gilad if this happens to 

you as well, but like you realize there are days where she comes 

home and tells me like things that happened at work and I think to 

myself, "Man, no one would ever talk to me like that." No one would 

ever ... It would just never happen. It's just something, it's not a 

thing I ever think about. And so I wonder if you feel like that's 

important, that young men learn these experiences very early. It's 

crazy that I'm in my early 30s and I'm just starting to realize these 

things and think about these things. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: Well, last year I created a theater collective for teenagers called 

Teenage Graceland, which is precisely aimed at teaching boys and 

girls how to avoid falling into the traps that lead to gender based 

violence. And a lot of it is about getting rid of stereotypes and 

teaching them to live and work and play together with a completely 

egalitarian view of each other, which is hard, because we don't 

foster that in our society. Even if we say that we do, like we say, 

equal, equal, equal, equal, but it's kind of like the whole equal but 

separate idea, like boys do this and girls do that, but you're equal. 

And what I want is for them to be in the same space and to create 

together and to talk together and to do work together that makes 

them understand their commonalities and their differences and 

respect those differences rather than them being some weird 

mystical thing or it's like, "Girls are weird." It's like, "Well, no, girls 

are just different and here's a chance to understand why and here's 

a chance to understand how," and vice versa. 

 

[Theme music fades in] 

 

Bernie Sanders: I consider myself a strong feminist. In fact, Gloria Steinem, 

everybody knows Gloria was one of the leading feminists that 

America made me an honorary woman many, many years ago. I 



  

 

  

 

don't know exactly what that meant, but I accepted it once you 

came to campaign for me. 

 

[Music fades out] 

 

Amar: I'm wondering if you have any thoughts on the democratic race, 

south of the border. And I don't mean to switch gears abruptly, but 

we were talking about this a little bit before we started rolling, and 

we've had this discussion right now about Hillary Clinton and the 

potential of a first female president, which I think we all agree is 

something that's important. But you're not a fan of Hillary, you seem 

to be more of a Bernie person. 

Tanisha: I am more of a Bernie person. 

Amar: And have you kind of been called out for that at all by other 

women? It seems to be this schism on my Facebook page all the 

time. 

Gilad: Well, sorry to interrupt, but this is actually, it's not even abrupt, it's a 

good segue because we are talking about boxes and putting people 

in boxes and Hillary Clinton is in some ways boxing cause she 

could be the first female president and then you have Bernie 

Sanders who a lot of people are attaching these bro type qualities 

too. So it's very much about boxes still. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: There are a lot of boxes in this race. There's the first woman, 

there's the first socialist, there's the first Jew, there are all these 

labels and boxes flying around. 

Amar: First Trump. 

Gilad: And I'm Jewish. And so a lot of people from the Jewish community 

are like, "Is he a Jew?" 

Tanisha: Don't even ... It's interesting because in 2008, I was a very, very die 

hard Hillary supporter, I was not an Obama supporter until after he 

won the nomination, and then I learned more about him. And then I 

was a very strong Obama supporter, but I really, really wanted her 

to win. I think she's changed a lot in the last, how many years is it 

now? Eight years. And I don't know if you could help it but change, 

once you're in that Washington bubble and you've been Secretary 

of State and you've been a senator for four years, it's a very, very 

different beast. And she has become a lot of that what she claims 

to hate, unfortunately. And she's very much a corporatist and she's 

moved to the right significantly, although calling herself progressive 

and I question that. She hates the word liberal, she won't attach it to 

herself, which to me is a red flag in and of itself. 

Gilad: I'm a Democrat. 

Tanisha: But the idea that because you're a woman you should support 

Hillary to me is the antithesis of what democracy is, first of all, and it 

is the most sexist thing I can think of. If we're thinking that sexism is 



  

 

  

 

about women giving women, anti-sexism is giving women freedom 

and the ability to make their own choices, then I would celebrate 

any woman who makes a free choice to support either candidate. 

Bernie speaks to me. I think that his policies and his philosophical 

ideologies are very much in keeping with what I believe we should 

be thinking of beyond politics, just as people. And Hillary, I think 

that she has allegiances that are very, very entrenched and that 

supersede her allegiance to the electorate. 

Gilad: The super PACs, the donors, the funders, the political ties. 

Tanisha: Yeah. And that's the way the game is played. When people support 

you to that degree financially, you owe them. And so she owes a lot 

of people more than she owes the voters. And that's a big problem. 

I will say that, and this is where I can give Hillary a little bit of 

sympathy, is that she's not doing anything that anybody else hasn't 

done with the exception of Bernie Sanders, she's taking money, 

she's reading her campaign, everyone else does that. The whole 

Republican Party does that, every Democrat has done that up until 

this point. She unfortunately has found herself in a race against the 

one person in history who isn't doing the same thing. And so he's 

able to use that against her. But she's probably like, "What the hell, 

man? We've all taken major donor money and I have to be up 

against Bernie freaking Sanders who's not doing it." 

Gilad: Who's starting a political revolution. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: Who's starting a revolution. 

Amar: I think it's something to be said about, this is the first time the kids 

who grew up with internet their entire lives are at voting age. 

They're just starting to get to that age and so they have access to 

these very alternative points of view on a regular basis. Back in the 

day, Hillary would be on TV a ton, you wouldn't hear much about 

Bernie Sanders and it'd be over pretty quickly, but because of the 

internet, Bernie's following has just grown and grown and grown 

and grown. So I wanted to ask you, do you buy the argument, the 

whole Bernie Bros argument that people are supporting Bernie 

because they don't want to support a woman? 

Tanisha: The Bernie Bros argument makes me want to throw things. 

Seriously, I find it ridiculous. 

Amar: I can get you a vase. We're in Gilad's apartment. I'm sure he 

doesn't mind. 

Tanisha: I have a glass here. It's full of water, so I'm not going to. 

Gilad: It's a loft, for God's sake. 

Tanisha: Oh, sorry. His apartment is no longer an apartment, it is a loft, 

people, it's beautiful. 

Amar: That would explain why there's no table for us to record on and why 

we're doing this in his kitchen. 

Gilad: Just a bunch of beard oils, tight jeans, corduroy and hair gel. 

Amar: And now a self tattoo system. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: And a basketball net, which is really cool but very small. 

Amar: A Gilad sized basketball net. 

Gilad: I can't even dunk on it, it's barely six feet tall. 

Tanisha: Can I talk about politics please? 

Amar: Yeah. 

Tanisha: I think the Bernie Bros things is amazing. First of all, the idea that 

people who are sexist and who are misogynists are Bernie Sanders 

supporters is ludicrous. When you have people who hold those 

ideologies, those are right wing ideologies. Those are the same 

people who believe that women should be barefoot and pregnant. 

That is that mindset. The people who are feeling that way are 

voting for Donald Trump. Bernie Sanders is the most progressive 

person that we've seen in American politics, probably in my lifetime, 

and to think that people would be like, "Oh, I can't stand women, 

Bernie makes no sense to me." 

Gilad: It's so funny because if you look at a guy like Bernie Sanders, and 

I'm sorry, but the last word that comes to mind when I see this guy 

is, bro, there's nothing broey about fighting for the middle class, 

he's a civil rights movement from his days back in college. These 

aren't broey things. It feels like the only broey thing that's being 

attached to him is a fact that he's a man. It's the lowest common 

denominator here. 



  

 

  

 

Tanisha: It is. And it's ridiculous and it's very, very insulting to think that 

women can only vote with their vaginas because we have other 

stuff going on. 

Gilad: I want to ask you both a question. It's a bit of a large question here, 

but are we living in a world today that is better than it was, let's say 

30 years ago? 

Amar: Yeah. Hell yeah. Absolutely, yes. 100% yes. 

Gilad: Tanisha? 

Tanisha: He was very sure of that very quickly. 30 years ago? I think that we 

are living in a world that is more informed and I think that we're 

living in a world in which people are socially conscious in a way that 

they maybe weren't. I will say that the last two years has been 

extremely disheartening for me, watching what is happening in the 

United States especially in the whole area of law enforcement, 

that's a different conversation, has made me very, very reticent 

about how far we've come, because there are areas which seem to 

be taking some giant steps backwards. 

Gilad: And we see it here locally as well, recently with Andrew Loku, 

Jermaine Carby and a lot of the investigations- 

Amar: That's progress. The fact that you're seeing it is progress. 

Tanisha: And there is something to that. And also, I say that we're taking 

steps backwards, but it may just be that we now live in an age 

where we have things like cell phone cameras and all of these 



  

 

  

 

things that are now letting us see these atrocities. I wouldn't be so 

naive to think that there hasn't been exactly the same stuff going on 

all this time, but now we have YouTube and we have film and so 

now we're seeing it, maybe that makes it feel worse. 

Amar: I personally think it's much harder to be willfully ignorant in today's 

world than it was 30 years ago. And I think that's the biggest form of 

progress that we've seen. I think that just looking at Bernie's 

numbers, looking at the way young people are voting for him, I think 

it's a huge step forward for the United States. It's scary to see a 

person like Trump say the ugly things he says about all kinds of 

people and get such aggressive beam and support, but I think 

there's the one positive thing to come out of that is that people who 

believe those things have been hiding for a long time, but they 

believe those things anyway, and now they're being drawn out into 

the light a little bit and it allows us to really confront these ugly 

issues in a very open way. So that's a positive thing. 

Tanisha: I agree. 

Amar: And I think that there's always been police violence. And I think that 

the next step now is we've gotten to a point where people are 

acknowledging that these forms of violence and this systemic 

problems exist for women, for people of color, for people who are 

not able bodied, all kinds of things. And the step then is how do we 

get people who are in positions of privilege, including ourselves, to 



  

 

  

 

actually take that next step, which is not just acknowledge it, but 

acknowledge that if you don't do the work to try and fix it, you're 

helping perpetuate the problem. That's the hard part, I think that 

white people are totally willing to acknowledge that police violences 

exist, especially younger generations of white people. Where I find 

the conversation gets difficult as a young man of color is when I 

say, "Yeah, but it's on you to do something about it." It's on all of us 

to do something about it. Then we've got to take those next steps. 

And so we're starting to get to that point where people I think are 

starting to get uncomfortable about their own privileges, and that's a 

good thing. It's an ugly, ugly stage in progress, but it's a really 

necessary stage in progress, I think. 

Tanisha: It's a really, it's super important. It's super, super important. And 

what I want to get past this is the whole white guilt thing, which is to 

me a waste of time. Like, okay, so you feel guilty, you wallow in 

your guilt and then it becomes about you and how bad you feel, I'm 

not really that interested. 

Amar: Yeah, Gilad. 

Tanisha: No, I'm serious. 

Gilad: Let's see. I'm an ally. 

Tanisha: I cannot tell you how many times I've had conversations about 

racism that just ends up in my white friends crying and me 

comforting them. I'm like, "What the ... " 



  

 

  

 

Amar: You're like, "What the fuck just happened here? How am I baking 

you a cookie?" 

Tanisha: It's not about how bad you feel, it's about what can you do during 

your time on this earth to make things better. And if you could 

acknowledge, "Yeah, these are these advantages that I have by 

sheer luck of the draw and how can I become an ally, not just in 

word, but in deed," then we can have a real conversation. 

 

[Theme music fades in and out] 


